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the result; but the result itself is always plain. Nor is there
ever entire lack of contemporary influence of good, even when
the evil seems predominant. If we read of an Argive Helen
bringing war and desolation upon a nation, we shall find in
those same pages record of a Penelope teaching the world the
beauty of faith and constancy. If we trace the story of a
Cleopatra ruining men with a smile, we shall find in the
same day an Octavia and a Portia. If we hear of the Capitol
betrayed by a Tarpeia, we haw not far to seek for a Cornelia,
known to all time as the Mother of the Gracchi. And it is
those who made for good whose names have come down to us
as incentives and examples. The mare closely we read our
history, the more surely are we convinced that the tendency
has always been upward; the progress has been steadfast
from the beginning, and it has carried the world with it.

As I began with the statement that the history of woman
is the history of the world, so I end. This truth at least is
sure. The earth is very old; it has seen the coming and the
going of many races* it has witnessed the rise and fall of un-
counted dynasties, it has survived physical and social cata-
clysms innumerable; and it still holds on its way, serenely
awaiting its end in the purpose of its Creator. What that
end shall be no man may know; but it is the end to which
woman shall had it.
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